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CONFIDENTIAL QUEBEC 0242 

E.O. 11562: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: NO PLACE FOR LILIPUTIANS 

1 . UNION NATIONALE (UN) LEADER RODRIGUE BIRON ANNOUNCED 
SURPRISINGLY COMPLETE VOLTE-FACE IN PARTY POLICY YESTERDAY 
FOLLOWING TWO DAY MEETING OF PARTY'S PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS 
HELD IN SECLUSION OF RURAL RETREAT NORTH OF QUEBEC CITY. 
HENCEFORTH, UN WILL UNCONDITIONALLY SUPPORT CANADIAN UNITY 
WITHIN CONTEXT OF RENEWED FEDERATION. IN A REFERENDUM, IT 
WILL OPPOSE ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING SEPARATISM OR QUEBEC 
INDEPENDENCE AS WELL AS "ALL QUESTIONS WHICH FOLLOW THE SENSE 
OF THE PQ PROGRAM." 

2. PREVIOUSLY, BIRON HAD REFUSED TO COMMIT HIMSELF IN ADVANCE 
TO A NEGATIVE RESPONSE TO ANY SORT OF QUESTION POSED BY THE PQ 
IN A REFERENDUM. HE HAD ALSO LED HIS PARTY IN SUPPORTING PQ 
SPONSORED LEGISLATION IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WHICH THE LIBERALS 
HAD VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED. AS RESULT. OPPOSITION TO HIS BRAND OF 
QUEBECOIS NATIONALISM HAS BEEN STIRRING WITHIN PARTY WHICH 
HAS NEVER COMPLETELY ACCEPTED HIM AS LEADER. FIRST MAJOR 
DEFECTION OCCURRED WHEN UN'S SOLE ANGLOPHONE REPRESENTATIVE 
IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY LEFT PARTY IN PROTEST AGAINST BIRON'S 
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SHIFT TOWARDS SUPPORT FOR PQ LANGUAGE POLICY. DURING 1976 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN. BIRON HAD ATTRACTED SIZABLE ANGLOPHONE 
AND ETHNIC SUPPORT FOR UN BY APPARENT SUPPORT FOR LINGUISTIC 
"FREE CHOICE" IN EDUCATION. SINCE ELECTION, BIRON HAS ATTEMPTED 
SHIFT GROUND IN HOPES OF ENLARGING UN'S SUPPORT AMONGST 
NATIONALIST FRANCOPHONES BY POSING AS VAGUELY FEDERALIST 
ALTERNATIVE TO PQ. THIS TACTIC ENJOYED NO SUCCESS. UN HAS 
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LOST ITS ANGLO SUPPORT WHILE FAILING TO ATTRACT SIGNIFICANT 
ADDITIONAL FRANCOPHONE ADHERENCE. 

3. DISGRUNTLEMENT WITHIN UN CAUCUS FINALLY CAME TO HEAD WITH 
PUBLICATION OF RADIO CANADA'S PUBLIC OPINION POLL RESULTS SHOWING 
DRAMATIC DECLINE IN SUPPORT FOR UN (SEE QUEBEC 0217), AND, 

MOST RECENTLY, WITH "NOTRE DAME DE GRACE" BYELECTION IN WHICH 
UN CANDIDATE WAS VIRTUALLY WIPED OUT. (SEE QUEBEC 0229) 

4. COMMENT: POLARIZATION OF POLITICS IN QUEBEC IS NOW ALMOST 
COMPLETE. PRIOR TO REVIVAL OF LIBERAL PARTY WITH CHOICE OF 
CLAUDE RYAN AS LEADER WITH CONVINCING QUEBECOIS NATIONALIST 
CREDENTIALS OF HIS OWN, THERE MAY HAVE BEEN PLAUSIBLE ROLE FOR 
THIRD PARTY. THIS IS NO LONGER CASE. QUEBECOIS OF ALL STRIPES 
INCREASINGLY VIEW STRUGGLE WHICH IS SHAPING UP AS TIME OF 
NATIONAL DECISION IN WHICH THEY MUST DECIDE BETWEEN BASIC 
CONSTITUTIONAL ALTERNATIVES. IN SUCH A CONTEST, FEW SEE ANY 
PLACE FOR THIRD PARTY WHICH WOULD AGAIN ONLY TEND DIVIDE AND 
WEAKEN FEDERALIST SIDE. MOREOVER, MIDDLE GROUND, WHICH BIRON 
HAD HOPED OCCUPY, IS NOW BEING COOPTED BY RYAN. HE IS MOVING 

INTO GROUND BETWEEN LEVESQUE AND TRUDEAU. THE NEW LIBERAL LEADER 
IS PRESENTING HIMSELF AND HIS PARTY AS AUTHENTICALLY QUEBECOIS 
AND AS PRIMARY CHAMPION OF A STRUCTURAL CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION 
BETWEEN TRUDEAU'S CENTRALIST OPTION AND SEPARATISM. THERE SIMPLY 
IS NO ROOM LEFT FOR A FOURTH ALTERNATIVE. 
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